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be subject to the jurisdiction of the responsible organiza-
tions, nor to that of the Commissions of Arbitration set up
by the general agricultural pact'. The collective labour
contract itself was rendered practically worthless by the
clause relating to the free employment of labour, which
eliminated all the old syndical employment offices, and
which, in the Po valley where unemployment was chronic,
gave the landowner power of life and death over the workers.
In the province of Brescia the Agrarian Association had
renewed the old labour contract with the red organizations,
but directly the fascist offensive reached the province and
began breaking up the workers' syndicates and forcing
socialist municipal councils to resign, the more energetic
members wanted to get out of the contract they had just
signed. With this object in view they left their Association
and formed a fascist Landlords' Syndicate, chiefly recruited
from the provinces already occupied by fascism. The new
syndicate signed an agreement with the Provincial Federa-
tion of the Fascist Party. The latter agreed to force the
destruction of the old labour contract, on condition that the
landowners dealt only with the fascist organization, refused
to recognize the employment offices of the red syndicates
and applied the new contract only to workers who belonged
to or were willing to join the fascist syndicate.
The red organizations declared a general strike against the
violation of the contract already in force. But, according to
the Popolo (T Italia of June 23, once the agreement between
fascists and landowners had been signed c the struggle has
begun, and the enemy are alarmed to see streaming into the
southern end of the province hundreds of workers generously
provided by Lomellina, Venetia, and the provinces of
Cremona and Mantua, while the valiant blackshirts from
these provinces and from Brescia break down the bolshevik's
attempts at resistance \ For, in the Italy of 1922, to defend
a contract signed a few weeks earlier and to defend the
dignity of labour, was considered c bolshevism5. c The
masses were Infuriated 9 against the strike-breakers, but how
were they to fight simultaneously against squads armed to
the teeth, against an invasion of unemployed who, like
locusts, destroyed anything left alive of the old organiza-